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Westonbirt National arboretum is a unique forest. It contains over 15,000 specimen trees 
from 1700 different species - each linked to an individual database entry recording its 
history. Since the Klub's last event here, the Stihl treetops walkway has opened, with 
many more visitors exploring Silk Wood than previously. The map has been updated to 
the end of February 2017, but tree felling and re-planting is taking place in Silk Wood 
and may result in changes to some areas between this final survey and the event. Seats 
are marked on the map, but staff and members of the public may move them. 
 
The map includes three distinct areas. The newly added Old Arboretum is level and very 
fast, with numerous winding paths, rides and forest glades. There are numerous animal 
burrows - BEWARE. Mapping has been based upon a 2016 Lidar survey, but 
distinguishing forest clearings from planted areas can be difficult; look up to see if you 
are under sky or branches. Forest glades are more obvious when you look along them 
than if you run across them. Unless marked as distinct, vegetation boundaries will be 
poorly defined. Some specimen trees have widely spreading branches at ground level; 
thickets are marked only if a runner has to deviate by more than one tree's diameter. 
Areas marked dark green may be rhododendrons or dense brambles. 
 
The Old Arboretum is bounded by a "Ha-Ha" ditch, wall and (in places) fence that are 
undergoing restoration. This barrier MUST NOT BE CROSSED except by using the 
main pathways. The Ha-Ha is highlighted on the map by a purple line. 
 
The Downs is a large area of scattered paths and trees along the north side of a steep 
valley. There may be animals grazing in areas bounded by an electric fence. Paths are 
busy and you will see lots of prams, young children and mobility scooters. The main 
Arboretum buildings are out-of-bounds to competitors but you are welcome and 
encouraged to visit the restaurant, shop and exhibitions after your run. 
 
Silk Wood is a complex area of woodland where runnability ranges from very fast paths 
and clearings to dense brambly undergrowth. Good leg protection is recommended for 
the longer courses, some paths can be very muddy. Once again, the variable density of 
both low and high level vegetation makes mapping and navigation challenging. The new 
Treetops Walkway is well worth a visit, but must not be used as a route during the race. 
 
Silk Wood contains many attractive wood sculptures (marked on the map), and the 
newly opened 'Gruffalo trail'. For a virtual reality experience, children of all ages should 
download the "Gruffalo Spotter" app from Android or Apple stores onto their smartphone 
or tablet and marvel at the creatures you see along the trail, which begins at the south 
end of the Treetops Walkway.  
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