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City	of	Bristol	Races	–	Information	about	the	maps	
(Note	that	all	map	extracts	are	considerably	enlarged)	
	
Saturday:		Bristol	Harbourside	North	and	Clifton	Wood	
1:4000,	5m	contours.		Size:	A3+,	80m	height	range.	
Extended	and	updated:	2016/17	by	Matt	Leathwood,	based	 in	part	on	earlier	maps	by	Duncan	Birtwistle	
and	Dudley	Budden.		All	paved	areas	except	the	road	flyovers	are	shown	using	the	30%	pale	brown	colour.	
	
Sunday:		Bristol	Harbourside	East	and	Temple	Quarter	
1:4000,	2m	contours.		Size:	A3+,	20m	height	range.	
New	survey:	2016/17	by	Chris	Johnson.	The	map	includes	many	pedestrianized	areas	that	are	marked	using	
30%	pale	brown,	while	roads	are	 indicated	by	50%	brown.	The	whole	printable	area	of	the	paper	 is	used	
and	some	route	choices	could	take	you	to	the	edge	of	the	map.	
	
The	maps	will	be	updated	until	as	close	to	the	event	as	possible,	but	Bristol	 is	a	rapidly	changing	city	and	
some	 late	changes,	especially	 to	 temporary	structures	 in	public	areas,	 should	be	expected.	Both	mapped	
areas	have	unique	aspects;	the	following	explanations	may	assist	you	during	the	race.	
	
Point	Features	
There	are	many	artistic	features,	ranging	from	traditional	stone	statues,	to	bronzes,	
and	contemporary	metal	or	stone	sculptures.	These	have	been	mapped	using	the	
memorial/cairn	symbol	ISSOM	537	–	a	black	circle	with	a	dot	in	the	centre.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Other	very	obvious	man-made	features	have	been	mapped	using	the	map	symbol	ISSOM	539	–	a	black	
circle.	Amongst	other	features,	this	symbol	is	used	to	indicate	some	very	large	anchors.	
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Photo	taken	from	west	end	of	map	extract	looking	eastwards.	Note	the	use	on	the	map	of	two	shades	of	brown	
differentiating	roadways	from	pedestrian	areas	(Sunday	only)	

Playground	equipment	is	shown	using	map	symbol	ISSOM	540	–	a	black	cross. 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	

Photo	taken	from	path	looking	west	
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Linear	Features	
Elevated	 flowerbeds	 are	 indicated	 as	 dark	 green	 with	 a	 black	 border.	 They	must	 not	 be	 crossed.	 Olive	
green	shows	private	 land	that	must	not	be	entered.	A	solid	black	 line	 (ISSOM	521.1)	 indicates	a	 fence	or	
wall	that	it	 is	forbidden	to	cross,	even	if	-	as	in	the	case	of	the	fence	to	the	left	of	the	photo	below	–	it	is	
physically	 possible	 to	 do	 so.	 Owing	 to	 the	 density	 of	 information	 in	many	 parts	 of	 the	maps,	 it	 is	 often	
impossible	to	use	tags	to	distinguish	uncrossable	walls	(ISSOM	521.1)	from	uncrossable	fences	(ISSOM	524).	
The	 black	 and	white	 line	 symbols	 are	 railway	 tracks,	 the	 northern	 one	 can	 be	 crossed	 if	 the	 train	 is	 not	
nearby,	the	southern	one	is	in	an	Out-of-Bounds	area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo	looking	west	from	end	of	crossable	fence	(extract	from	Photo-O	map)	
	
Larger	seats	that	form	part	of	permanent	hard	landscaping	are	shown	using	a	specific	“H”	symbol.	Smaller	
and	portable	seats	are	not	mapped,	as	there	are	too	many	to	show	and	people	move	them.	
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
To	clearly	indicate	a	footbridge	that	you	can	pass	under	as	well	as	cross	over,	the	path	over	the	top	of	the	
bridge	changes	 to	60%	Brown	–	 the	same	colour	used	 for	 the	 road	bridges.	We	have	chosen	 to	map	the	
bridges	 in	 this	way,	as	 in	places	 there	 is	no	 space	 to	 insert	 the	more	usual	magenta	passageway	 symbol	
without	obscuring	other	significant	features	on	the	map.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Map	extract	shows	north-south	path	passing	under	bridge	at	higher	level	that	links	two	paved	areas	
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Elevated	Roadways	
The	western	end	of	the	Saturday	map	includes	an	area	where	a	complicated	elevated	road	system	crosses	
the	entrance	to	Brunel’s	 ‘floating	harbour’.	The	system	includes	two	bridges	that	rotate	to	allow	ships	to	
enter	or	leave	the	harbour.	
	
This	 area	 of	 the	 Saturday	 map	 includes	 features	 for	 which	 ISSOM	 provides	 no	 mapping	 guidance.	 The	
mapper	and	controller	have	therefore	agreed	a	scheme	that	we	hope	will	enable	you	to	navigate	effectively	
around	a	complex	and	unusual	area.	Part	of	the	challenge	will	be	to	plan	your	route	making	optimal	use	of	
the	stairs	and	different	levels.	You	could	put	your	life	at	risk	by	jumping	fences	or	crossing	the	roads	on	the	
busy	dual	carriageways	and	access	ramps,	so	do	not	take	short	cuts	that	contravene	these	rules	(see	P4).	
 
The	 main	 road	 system	 travels	 on	 flyovers	 (elevated	 roadways),	 while	 the	 extensive	 areas	 below	 these	
flyovers	 contain	 other	 roads,	 car	 parking,	 buildings	 and	 open	 areas.	 In	 places	 where	 you	 cannot	 cross	
underneath	 a	 road	 the	 usual	 30%	 brown	 shading	 is	 used,	 but	 if	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 move	 underneath	 the	
elevated	road	the	symbol	changes	to	60%	brown.	On	the	Saturday	map,	all	other	roads	and	paved	areas	are	
shaded	using	30%	pale	brown.	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The	solid	ramp	(left)	is	pale	brown,	the	open	flyover	is	indicated	by	the	darker	brown	colour	on	the	map.	You	can	
pass	underneath	dark	brown	areas.	

 
Buildings,	and	mechanical	 structures	 for	 the	western	 rotating	bridge,	have	been	built	under	 the	 flyovers.	
You	cannot	enter	these	buildings,	but	it	is	possible	to	run	across	the	top	of	them	using	the	pavements	on	
the	flyovers.	These	buildings	have	been	depicted	using	the	ISSOM	colours	for	a	building,	but	with	a	dashed	
edge.	You	may	also	be	able	to	pass	on	either	side	of	a	building,	below	the	canopy.	
	

 
Photo	from	eastern	open	area	looking	southwest.	You	can	run	over	the	top	of	the	blue	building,	using	the	

pavements	of	the	elevated	roadway.	You	can	also	pass	underneath	the	flyover	on	either	side	of	this	building.	
 

Steps	
There	are	some	long	flights	of	steps	in	Clifton	(Saturday	event).		Where	appropriate	to	improve	map	clarity	
the	layout	of	these	steps	has	been	simplified,	with	small	bends	not	shown.	 	
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You	can	move	between	ground	level	and	the	upper	road	level	either	along	the	ramps,	or	by	using	the	many	
available	staircases	at	the	side	of	the	flyovers.	These	staircases	may	be	either	straight	or	spiral	and	you	will	
need	to	use	them	to	reach	controls.	In	one	place,	an	elevated	walkway	reached	by	steps	runs	above	ground	
level,	but	below	the	flyovers.	

	

 
Left	hand	photo	shows	linear	steps	and	the	elevated	walkway	(visible	in	lower	part	of	map	extract),	right	hand	

photo	shows	typical	spiral	staircase	(two	are	shown	in	upper	part	of	map)	
	

On	the	upper	flyover	level,	you	may	run	on	the	roadside	pavements	but	you	must	not	cross	the	roads.	You	
are	also	forbidden	to	cross	the	busier	ground	level	roads.	Traffic	in	this	area	travels	fast	around	tight	bends	
from	unpredictable	directions	and	the	roads	are	therefore	potentially	very	dangerous.	The	pavement	edges	
are	marked	by	a	magenta	line	that	must	not	be	crossed.	The	uncrossable	boundaries	become	dotted	when	
they	pass	underneath	a	flyover	(see	above	map	extract).	Black	dots	are	used	if	you	can	cross	a	minor	road	
as	 it	passes	underneath	an	elevated	 road.	Marshals	will	 be	 in	 the	 area	 and	 any	 runner	 seeking	 to	 gain	
advantage	by	breaking	this	rule	will	be	disqualified. 
	

 
	
In	this	map	extract	and	photo,	a	road	changes	from	ground	level	to	an	elevated	section.	The	road	has	fences	that	
must	not	be	crossed	on	either	side	(even	if	it	is	physically	possible),	and	there	is	a	further	pathway	at	ground	level	
on	the	outside	of	the	road.	You	may	run	along	the	pavements	on	either	side	of	the	road	to	reach	the	elevated	

sections	and	you	may	cross	underneath	the	flyovers,	but	you	must	not	cross	the	road,	nor	climb	over	a	forbidden	
fence	or	wall.	
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Other	features	
	
Lock	Gates	are	found	at	the	harbour	entrance.	You	may	cross	by	either	gate;	the	footway	over	the	lock	
gates	is	narrow	and	slippery	if	wet,	please	take	care.	
	

  
 
Wooden	 boardwalks	may	be	 found	at	places	 around	 the	docks.	 	 These	 are	 slippery	 in	wet	weather	 and	
there	is	no	barrier	to	stop	you	falling	in	the	harbour.	Some	of	these	boardwalks	are	stops	for	the	harbour	
ferry;	adults	and	children	could	be	waiting	for	a	boat	to	arrive.	Adjust	your	speed	appropriately.	
 

               
	
	
Ruined	Churches.	The	Sunday	map	includes	three	churches	destroyed	in	a	
bombing	raid	on	24	Nov	1940.	One	is	currently	fenced	off	by	building	works.	
The	walls	of	the	other	two	remain	intact	and	their	towers	still	have	roofs,	
but	their	interiors	are	clearly	visible	through	the	glassless	windows.		They	
are	mapped	as	uncrossable	walls	surrounding	an	out-of-bounds	area.	
 
 
 
Underpasses.	The	eastern	map	(Day	2)	contains	several	pedestrian	
underpasses	indicated	by	the	usual	black	dotted	symbol.	At	the	point	at	which	
an	underpass	crosses	a	busy	road,	the	forbidden	crossing	magenta	line	and	
pavement	edge	symbols	are	suspended	for	clarity,	but	you	must	only	use	the	
underpass	to	cross	the	road	at	this	point.	


